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Assistant, on whose great zeal a well-deserved eulogium is 
expressed. 

Although but very little h§is been expended in the pur¬ 
chase of osteological specimens, the additions are of con¬ 
siderable importance. Amongst those specially mentioned 
is the skeleton of an extremely rare whale, the Berardius 
Arnuxii, purchased for the Museum by Prof. Wilson, 
F.R.S. The series illustrating the structural peculiarities 
of the human race has received two very valuable addi¬ 
tions in skeletons of both sexes of the extinct aboriginals 
of Tasmania, presented by Mr. M. Allport, of Hobart Town. 
Both have been articulated. The male is in exceedingly 
good preservation ; that of the female is unfortunately 
less complete, but still presents many interesting features. 

The liberality with which the Smithsonian Institution 
of Washington is conducted has been shown by various 
important additions to the museum in former years, but 
especially during the present, in a series of skulls and 
skeletons of North American mammals, several of which 
were new to the collection. The College has reciprocated 
this liberality by presenting a set of casts of the interior 
of crania of various races of men and animals, and some 
duplicates. 

Another important addition is the skeleton of an adult 
male Porbeagle shark, about eight feet long. This is 
valuable, from the great difficulties which have usually at¬ 
tended the attempts made to preserve the osseous system 
of cartilaginous fish. These difficulties have been over¬ 
come by the great skill of Mr. James Flower, the ex¬ 
perienced articulator to the College. This will be found 
a very instructive specimen to students. 

In the dermatological collection Mr, Erasmus Wilson 
still shows the deep interest he takes in it by presenting 
twenty-five beautifully executed models ; and M. Voille- 
mier, Surgeon to the Hotel-Dieu, Paris, has presented 
two, representing elephantiasis of the scrotum, with its 
cure resulting from operation. 

Amongst the contributors are Prof’s. Gervais, of Paris, 
and Peters, of Berlin ; Sir William Fergusson, who gives 
a great number of preparations ; Sir James Paget, Messrs. 
Hilton, Holden, Busk, Clark, Gay, Curling, Wilson, Jack- 
son, the Zoological Society, and the Smithsonian Institu¬ 
tion. Mr. Kiernan, a late member of the Council, has 
presented the whole of his collection. 

During the day of election the theatre, where these 
additions are displayed, was visited by a large number of 
the Fellows. It remains open for the inspection of the 
members and their friends for a few days. 


NOTES 

We reprint in another column a document which will be read 
with the greatest indignation by scientific men in every part of 
the world, and with shame by all Englishmen. We refer to the 
remonstrance presented to the Treasury by eleven of our most 
distinguished scientific men against the treatment which the 
eminent Superintendent of the Royal Gardens at ICew has re¬ 
ceived at the hands of his official superior, the Chief Com¬ 
missioner of the Board of Works. Though we might take ex¬ 
ception to some of the arguments brought forward by the 
memorialists, yet there can be but one opinion that the syste¬ 
matic discourtesy and want of consideration with which Dr. 
Hooker has been treated is entirely incompatible with the efficient 
conduct of the department of the public service with which he 
has been entrusted, and deserves the most searching inquiry on 
the part of the Government. 

Prof. Agassiz’s Second Report to the United States Coast 
Survey of the scientific results of the Ilassler expedition, a por¬ 
tion of which we reprint this week, is one of the most important 
contributions to scientific knowledge which has appeared for 


some time. His remarks on the glaciation of South America, 
and the origin of the so-called “raised beaches” of Patagonia, 
are especially valuable. 

The short communication from Dr. AntonDohm on the present 
position of the Zoological Station at Naples will be read with 
great interest. The m ode in which the Italian Government is 
assisting this important undertaking forms an instructive contrast 
to the action, or rather want of action, of our own Government 
in the matter of the Tides Committee to which we recently 
alluded. When will Englishmen be able to compare with any 
other feeling than that of shame the policy of their own Govern, 
ment with that of any other civilised nation of the world in all 
matters relating to Science ? 

According to the constitution of the Institution of Civil En- 
gineers, it consists of three classes, viz., Members, Associates, 
and Honorary Members, with a class of Students attached. Of 
these several grades there were on the books on the 1st inst. 756, 
1,127, i6> and 243, respectively, making in the aggregate 2,142, 
The increase in the last three months in the different classes has 
been 11, 36, 2, and 9, representing an effective addition of 58. 

We understand that Prof. Palmieri’s account of the late 
eruption of Vesuvius is being printed at Berlin by Link and 
Reinke, and will be published in several languages. It will be 
illustrated by five lithographs taken from photographs. 

M. Delaunay, director of the National Observatory at Paris, 
has taken possession of the Observatory at Montsouris. 

The Society of Sciences of Haarlem has named the following 
subjects for competition for essays, to be sent in before January I, 
1874 :—1. A study in detail and exhaustively of the influence 
which chemical and physical modifications of the solvent exer¬ 
cise on the form of carbonate of lime when deposited from 
aqueous solutions. 2. A critical examination of the various hy¬ 
potheses on the origin of polar aurorae, and the relations 
between the polar aurorae and other natural phenomena. 3. On the 
changes which stone-fruits undergo during their development. 4, 
On a satisfactory means of determining the temperature, the 
degree of humidity, and the density of the atmospheric air at a 
considerable height above the surface of the earth. Also before 
Jan. T, 1875 :—An exhaustive study of some Linnean species, 
chosen from those which present more or less divergent forms. 
The prize for each of these Essays consists, at the choice of the 
author, of the ordinary gold medal of the Society, or .a sum of 
150 florins, with an additional 150 florins if thought worthy. The 
memoirs may be written in Dutch, French, Latin, English, 
Italian, or German. 

Mr. L. H. Courtney, M.A., Fellow of St.John’s College, 
Cambridge, has been appointed Professor of Political Economy 
at University College, London, ia the room of Prof. Cairns. Two 
Slade Scholarships in Fine Arts, tenable for three years, have 
been conferred at the same Institution on Miss E. M. Wild and 
Miss B. A. Spencer. 

At a meeting of the Council held on July 6, the Associateship 
of the Royal School of Mines was conferred on the following 
gentlemen :—Mining and Metallurgical Divisions—W. Charlton, 
O. Pegler. Mining and Geological Division—G. M. Dawson. 
Mining Division—E. Dillon. Metallurgical Division—F. W. 
Harrold, J. H. Huxley, O. F. Mondy, A. G. Phillips. The 
following awards were made :—First year students—-The two 
Royal Scholarships of 15/. each to Mr. S. A. Hill and Mr. J. 
Taylor. Second year students—H.R. H. “The Duke of Corn¬ 
wall’s” Scholarship, 30/. for two years, to Mr. Edgar Jackson, 
and the Royal Scholarship of 25/. to Mr. C. Law, and the 
Murchison Medal and Prize of Books to Mr. S. W. Davies. 
Third year students—The Edward Forbes Medal and Prize of 
Books in Natural History and Paleontology to Mr. G. M. 
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Dawson. The De la Beche Medal and Prize of Books in Min¬ 
ing to Mr. W. Charlton. 

The forty-fifth annual session of the German Society of Na¬ 
turalists and Physicians will be held in Leipzig next month, 
The meetings will commence on Monday, August 12, and end 
on Sunday, August 18. The'secretaries announce that visitors 
from foreign parts will be welcome. 

The Vicar of Folkestone has written to the Times stating 
that the memorial west window which it is proposed to place 
in the parish church to commemorate Harvey will consist of 
eight subjects from Our Lord’s Miracles of Healing, and that 
underneath it will be recorded on a brass Harvey’s great dis¬ 
covery. This project is, we believe, entirely apart from that 
set on foot by the committee of which Dr. Bence Jones is 
treasurer, whose object it is to erect a statue to Harvey at 
Folkestone. 

The death of Rev. M. A. Curtis, of Hillsborough, North 
Carolina, which took place in April last, must be considered as 
among the most serious losses that natural history in the United 
States has experienced for some time. The attention of Mr. 
Curtis was directed especially to the fungi, although he was 
more or less familiar with all the plants of the Southern States. 
In his special department, however, he stood at the head of 
American botanists, occupying the position in this country of 
Mr. Berkeley, his correspondent, in England. Mr. Curtis pre¬ 
pared the report upon the fungi collected by the United States 
exploring expeditions, and has contributed various articles to the 
literature of this science. Among other works nearly ready for 
the press was one upon the edible fungi of the United States, 
illustrated by figures and descriptions of some sixty species. 
The qualities of most of these he had personally tested by experi¬ 
ment, particularly during the late war, when the food question 
was for some time a matter of serious moment. 

A LATE number of the Chemical News contains a suggestion 
for the formation of an “Association of Manufacturing Chemists,” 
which might hold annual meetings after the fashion of the Iron 
and Steel Institute, at which topics would be discussed connected 
with the various important branches of chemical manufacture. It 
is obvious that meetings of this kind, and papers read to such a 
body, with the discussion which would result therefrom, might be 
in the highest degree beneficial to a large body of men engaged in 
a manufacture requiring a large amount of scientific knowledge 
and acquaintance with technical details. 

A writer in the Food Journal points out the advantages, to 
the Central Authority and to the Government, of a National 
Registration of Sickness. As a basis for sanitary legislation, as 
an indication for interference on the part of the Central Authority 
in local sanitary affairs, as a test of the health conditions of the 
country, as well as of its separate parts, no mass of information 
could bear comparison with that which would result from a well 
ordered registration of diseases. 

Harpeds Weekly records the safe arrival of Mr. Henry W. 
Elliott at the island of St. Paul, Behring Sea, on April 28. He 
left Washington last March under an appointment from the 
Treasury Department, as an assistant of Captain Bryant in look¬ 
ing after the interest of the United States in connection with the 
fur seals on the Pribylow Islands. Mr. Elliott expects to spend 
some time at St. Paul, and to devote much attention to the study 
of the islands, and in collecting apecimens of their natural his¬ 
tory. Wielding a ready pencil, he also proposes to make sketches 
from life of the fur seal, the walrus, sea-lion, &c., so as to give 
us a better idea of their general appearance than we can gather 
from the stuffed caricatures in public museums. 

In addition to Prof. Agassiz’s Report, given in another 
column, several communications have been received from 
gentlemen connected with the Hassler expedition, all bearing 


estimony to the zeal with which the operations of the 
party have been prosecuted. Under date of March 12 
it was reported that, after leaving Montevideo on Feb. 20, 
the dredging work was carried on with due diligence and 
with very interesting results, numerous radiates of great beauty, 
many of them undoubtedly of new species, being brought to 
light. Among the objects of particular interest were the floating 
stems of the giant kelp of the South Pacific, Macrocystis, which 
sometimes attains the length of 500 to 1,000 feet, the stems 
being a foot in diameter, and resembling trees in magnitude. 
The vessel entered the Straits of Magellan on March 13, and 
passing through, arrived at Tatcahuana, in Chili, on April 11, 
where it was expected to remain several days for repairs and 
provisions; Prof, and Mrs. Agassiz proposed to spend the inter¬ 
val in a visit to Santiago and Valparaiso, while Count Pourtales 
and his assistants were to make a line of deep-sea soundings and 
dredgings from Talcahuana to the island of Juan Fernandez and 
back to Valparaiso. 

The United States Coast Survey has received advices from 
Mr. William H. Dali as late as May 5. At that time he was at 
Illulluk, Oonalaska, the head-quarters of his explorations. He 
has been diligently engaged through the winter in carrying out 
the objects of his mission connected with the geography and 
hydrography of the Aleutian Islands, as well as the weather 
would permit, a constant succession of storms of extreme violence 
having interfered greatly with his work. The lowest tempera¬ 
ture recorded by him during the past winter was 13 0 , the average 
from October to March being 33 0 . Mr. Dali has devoted such 
time as he could spare while detained in port, to making col¬ 
lections of natural history specimens, and has obtained quite a 
number of forms, some of which he considers new to science. 

A Proposition has been entertained to tunnel under the 
Strait of Canso, between Nova Scotia and Cape Breton, where 
the strait is only two and a half miles wide, for the purpose of 
connecting the island of Cape Breton with the mainland. The 
cost is estimated at 2,500,000 dols. This idea is connected with 
a proposition to run a line of steamers from Glasgow, or other 
British port, to Louisburg, the most easterly point of Cape 
Breton. 

The Panama Star and Herald records the first arrival on 
April 2, at Panama, on its annual eastern migration, of the 
beautiful sphinx moth (Urania kilns). The immense flights of 
this moth, and the extreme regularity of their recurrence year 
by year, have repeatedly been dwelt upon by th eSfar, and much 
interest has been excited as to its starting-place and ultimate 
destination. 

The Report of the. Winchester and Hampshire Scientific and 
Literary Society for 1870-71, congratulates the members of the 
Society on the successful results of the second year of its exist¬ 
ence. Though no important discoveries were due to the iabour 
of the Society during the. year, and the weather was very un¬ 
favourable for out-of-door work, steady progress was made in 
some departments, especially in the list of the flora of the neigh¬ 
bourhood, which now includes nearly 700 species. Abstracts of 
papers on various branches of science, read at the meetings of the 
Society, are printed in the Report. 

The Malvern, Bath, and Woolhope Field Clubs met for a 
joint excursion on May 17, an account of which is printed in a 
separate form, and to it is appended the Report of the Annual 
Meeting of the Malvern Field Club, with the Address of its 
President, Mr. Edwin Lees. 

A new journal has been recently started in New York called 
“Handicraft: a popular Journal of Progress of the Industrial 
Arts, designed for workers and thinkers.” The number on our 
table contains papers and short paragraphs, on inventions in the 
mechanical arts, illustrated with woodcuts, with notices of books, 
&c. 
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